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State’s hot political TV talk show

goes high-tech with video and audio Podcasts
‘Nevada Newsmakers’ on iPods, with iTunes archives;

expansion to PDAs in the offing 

RENO, Nev. — Viewers of “Nevada Newsmakers” don’t have to find a television screen to catch each new airing of the highly charged political gabfest, known for its lively and spontaneous exchanges among elected officials, political candidates, business and educational leaders, activists and journalists.

The half-hour show carried live in northern Nevada by KRNV-TV Channel 4 at 12:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, with 4:30 p.m. broadcasts in southern Nevada on Cox Cable Channel 123, has been Podcasting in audio since December, and in video since mid-January.

And soon, owners of iPods won’t be the only ones who won’t need a TV screen to tune into a fresh edition of “Nevada Newsmakers.” Broadcasts for PDAs will be added by early spring, “Nevada Newsmakers” host Sam Shad said.

“This is the future. This is cutting-edge technology,” Shad said. “It allows people to take control of when they listen to or view programs. And they’re going to learn a lot more about politics, business and education in our state.

“The biggest complaint about any program is it’s not available to listeners or viewers when they’re available to watch it.”

“Nevada Newsmakers” has become known as a freewheeling forum on which politicians announce they’re running for office, elected leaders reveal public policies and lobbyists release poll findings. It is must-see — or must-hear — TV for insiders and observers of Nevada’s political and governmental landscape.

“Every day, news is broken on the show,” said regular viewer and political pundit Alfredo Alonso, with the firm of Lewis and Roca. “You have people on the show who are really involved in every facet of decision-making in the state.”

The addition of Podcasts will enable devotees to tune into “Nevada Newsmakers” while traveling or otherwise away from a TV screen, Alonso said. Making the show available via Podcasts “also introduces a younger crowd to the show,” he said. “If you can get teachers involved, you can probably get students using the Podcasts for current events. It’s going to be a neat deal for everybody.”

And when “Nevada Newsmakers” becomes accessible to reception on  PDAs, its reach will expand even more, Alonso said. “All of a sudden, time and location are no longer boundaries. You have folks, I can assure you, in other states looking to what we’re doing here in Nevada. It could be policy issues, or who’s running for governor, or matters as simple as who’s running for local office affecting someone in another state thinking of moving here, or who is affected by policies in Nevada.”

The broadcasts to handheld devices will help keep local movers and shakers in touch, too, said Mary Lau, president and CEO of the Retail Association of Nevada.

“If you have the hands-free technology in your car, you can listen to the show while commuting to business meetings,” she said. “I can’t tell you how many business meetings I go to now, where in the pre-conversations people are talking about what’s going on in ‘Nevada Newsmakers.’”

In addition to airing Monday through Thursday in northern Nevada on KRNV-TV, “Nevada Newsmakers” is repeated at 9:30 p.m. the same days on Charter Cable Channel 12. Reno radio station KOH-AM Newstalk 780 airs each previous week’s shows for two hours beginning 9 a.m. Sunday.

In southern Nevada, in addition to airing at 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday on Cox Cable 123, “Nevada Newsmakers” repeats on Cox at 11:35 p.m. those days, with 4 a.m. broadcasts of the previous day’s show on Tuesday through Friday. Cox repeats the week’s four shows beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday and 11:30 p.m. Sunday. KVBC-TV Channel 3 repeats the four shows beginning at 5 a.m. Saturday and Sunday

Previous editions of “Nevada Newsmakers” are archived on the show’s website, NevadaNewsmakers.com. Each day’s edition can be downloaded in broadband or modem stream several hours after its airing on dish network. The website holds the 16 most recent shows.

“In the future we’ll have 75 shows available to be downloaded off of the website,” Shad said.

Viewers who subscribe to iTunes also can access each edition going back to the first Podcasts in December by downloading files free of charge from the iTunes store. Viewers can scroll through the menu and choose shows by their airing date.

“The expanded archives on iTunes makes it that much easier for those of us who travel a lot, to stay in touch with the show,” Alonso said.

It’s all about easy accessibility, Shad said. “We’re making the program available to people in so many different ways, that if they want to watch or listen to the program, they can at their convenience.”

The Podcasts and eventual broadcasts to PDAs will actually build the TV viewership, said Mary Beth Farrell, KRNV’s station manager.

“Any time people can get their product on another platform, it will stimulate viewership on the main medium, TV,” Farrell said. “But viewers can’t always have access to a TV in the middle of the day, and Podcasts can keep them in tune with the show.”

Shad is a longtime presence on Nevada TV and radio airwaves, with a career spanning almost 30 years. He hosted “Nevada Newsmakers” from 1993 to 2002 on Reno’s KOLO-TV Channel 8, and switched to KRNV in 2003. “Nevada Newsmakers’ began airing in southern Nevada in 2004.

“Nevada Newsmakers” is produced by Sam Shad Productions.
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